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Brief Description:  Regarding public assistance application forms.

Sponsors:  Representatives Schmick, Pettigrew, Johnson and Walsh.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Requires all applications for public assistance to include a question asking whether, 
in the previous five years, the applicant has been denied public assistance, or 
disenrolled or terminated from any public assistance program.

Hearing Date:  1/29/10

Staff:  Sydney Forrester (786-7120).

Background: 

The Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) administers a variety of public assistance 
programs, including Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Medicaid, Medicare, 
Basic Food, Working Connections Child Care, and General Assistance for the Unemployable 
(GAU).  For each of these programs, an applicant may submit an application electronically or by 
completing paperwork.  All applications, whether paper or electronic, must contain a statement 
signed under penalty of perjury verifying the accuracy of the information provided.

For applications submitted electronically, a physical signature or an electronic signature is 
required.  An electronic signature may consist of a sound, symbol, or process attached to or 
logically associated with the electronic record and executed or adopted by a person with the 
intent to sign the record. 

An applicant or a person receiving public assistance benefits who willfully signs an application 
containing information the applicant does not believe to be true and correct as to every material 
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matter is guilty of a class B felony.  Punishment for the commission of class B felony is a 
maximum of 10 years in prison or a fine of up to $20,000.  A person's past criminal history and 
the seriousness of the crime would determine the actual sentencing range. 

Summary of Bill: 

All applications for public assistance must include a question asking whether in the previous five 
years, the applicant has been denied public assistance, or disenrolled or terminated from any 
public assistance program.  The application also must include space allowing the applicant to 
explain any denial, disenrollment, or termination.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 22, 2010.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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